
STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION 

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee 

Minutes for September 10, 2025, Executive Committee Planning Session 

Web site:  www.suaa-ui.org 

Facebook Site:  https://www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC/ 

 

Executive Committee Attendees:  Robert Flider, Tanya Gallagher, Michael Hirschi, Vera Mainz, Debora McCall, 

Katie Ross, Donald Uchtmann, H. F. Williamson, Matthew Wilson 

 

Other Attendees:  None 

 

I.  Call to Order and Introductions. 

Uchtmann presided and called the meeting to order at 1:30pm. Wilson attended via zoom but requested that 

Uchtmann preside.  

 

II.  Approval of Minutes for August 13, 2025.   

A minor correction in the minutes as presented was requested.  A motion to approve the minutes for August 

13, 2025, was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

 

III.  President’s Update. 

 No report. 

 

IV.  Treasurer’s Report (see attached).  Accepted, no comment. 

Loots presented the report for the activity in August 2025 and the year to date.  Loots was thanked for the 

report. 

 NOTE:  When purchasing anything where an invoice is sent to the UIUC-SUAA Chapter, please send to 

Melanie Loots:  813 W. University Avenue, Champaign, IL 61820-3921 

 

V.  Action/Discussion Items. 

A. Planning for Fall Chapter Meeting, McCall.  McCall reported that she has confirmed Wednesday, October 

29, 2025, as the Fall Chapter meeting date, with the reception at 5:30 pm, followed by the program at 6 pm.  

The speaker will be the President of the UI Alumni Association David Bambrey.  The meeting will take 

place at the I-Hotel Technology Room.  Uchtmann noted we will have the October Executive Committee 

meeting before this date and can fill out the business meeting then.  We agreed to continue with cookies, 

tea and coffee.  We also discussed who else might be invited to speak. 

B. Planning for Fall 2025 Annuitant, Gallagher.  Now that the date for the fall general meeting is set, we can 

make assignments for actions still to be taken. 

C. Planning for the State Fall Meeting, October 15, 2025.  The meeting will be 11 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. in 

Springfield.  Uchtmann asked Soady for more information to help us decide whether or not to attend.  The 

Delegates will only be asked to hear and comment on the 2026 Legislative Platform and 2026 Annual 

Budget.  Uchtmann asked who is interested in attending since the delegates must be certified prior to the 

next Executive Committee meeting. Uchtmann, Gallagher, and Williamson indicated they would be 

interested in attending.  Anyone else interested should contact Uchtmann and Wilson.    

D. Planning for All Employee Expo, October 23, 2025, Williamson.  Williamson will be chairing the planning 

for the Expo.  He has responded to the organizers that we plan to have a booth and requested it be next to or 

across from the SURS booth.  He has asked the state office to send him examples of the handouts they have 

for us to review for use at the booth along with an appropriate candy.  He will be circulating sign-up sheets 

to determine who will be there.  It was less clear how we might obtain a standup banner for the booth. 

E. Report on Big 10 Retirees Association Meeting, August 5-7, 2025. Williamson and Gallagher had attended 

the meeting.  They noted that our Chapter is becoming more like the other members of the group as we 

move from solely working on protecting our benefits to offering activities such as insurance or 

travel.  They will continue to raise the issues discussed at the Meeting such as how to support the 

Universities that employed them.  They suggested we consider other means of meeting with our members 

https://www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC/


as the Big 10 groups and other SUAA Chapters have done.  We can also consider whether the programs 

sponsored by AROHE might offer ideas for programs we could conduct. 

F. Review Records Retention Guidelines. No report. 

G. Update on SUAA UIUC website and new Webmaster, Jason Votava, Mainz. Ross has provided Benefits 

page update.  Votava will be paid when he sends invoice to Mainz.  Mainz will work on getting the 

Orientation material tab set up. 

H. Report on SUAA UIUC Business Cards (see attached), Mainz.  Mainz led a discussion of the preferences 

among various designs that had been provided with the agenda.  No final decision was reached.  Mainz will 

send them out to the Executive Committee for a vote via email. 

 

VI.  Standing Committee Reports. 

A. Legislative Committee: Adams, Flider (Chair), Marlin, Rugg, Schoell, Winkel. Flider reported that the 

SUAA legislative meeting would occur next Friday.  It was suggested that our members attending ask 

whether State SUAA is monitoring Federal issues, such as changes in Medicare, and how they relate to 

retirees.   

B. Membership Committee: Carr, Loots, Pearson, Ross, Williamson (Chair).  Williamson discussed the 

August membership report of another month with a slight loss of members (eight).  He noted that one 

disturbing trend in the data is the fact that we have only gained one new member in the past four 

months.  He also provided a table of membership trends at the other three largest SUAA chapters showing 

that all had lost members over the past six months.  Finally, he also reported on email usage by our 

Chapter’s members.  He found that email addresses were available for 74% of the individuals on our state 

membership roster.  Of that group. 34% are continuing to use their University (i.e., illinois.edu) email 

accounts.  

C. Communications Committee/Newsletter/Website: Carr, Francis, Gallagher. No report – see above. 

D. Benefits Committee: Hirschi, Ross, Stone (Chair), Williamson. No report. 

E. Program Committee: McCall, Wilson. See section V.A, above. 

 

VII.  Ad Hoc Committee Reports. 

A. Big 10 Retirement Association Committee: Gallagher, Williamson.  See section V.E, above. 

B. Long Range Planning Committee: Gallagher, Marlin, Williamson, Wilson (Chair), Uchtmann. No report 

but some long range planning ideas have been discussed by other Committees. 

 

VIII.  New Business. 

 

IX.  Adjournment and Next Meeting. 

Adjourned at 2:45pm.  The next scheduled meeting will be at 1:30 pm on Wednesday, Oct. 8, 2025. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

A. Executive Committee Meetings, 2025:  Nov 5, Dec 10; 2026:  Jan 14 (tentative), Feb 11, Mar 11, Apr 8, 

May 13, Jun 10, Jul 8 (tentative) 

B. Deadline for Certifying Delegates to State Fall Meeting (October 15, 2025):  September 25, 2025. 

C. Fall State SUAA Meeting, October 15, 2025. 

D. All Employee Expo, October 23, 2025. 

E. SUAA-UIUC Fall Chapter Meeting, October 29, 2025. 

 

 

Join Zoom Meeting – set up via Mainz’s American Chemical Society (ACS) account  [Vera’s cell phone is 

217-377-4937]; Meeting ID: 854 4600 5905 ; Password: 935461  

 

https://american-chemical-

society.zoom.com/j/85446005905?pwd=Maqg3YTZol5n4fTTM5vJhIrmzdUBNK.1  

https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/85446005905?pwd=Maqg3YTZol5n4fTTM5vJhIrmzdUBNK.1
https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/85446005905?pwd=Maqg3YTZol5n4fTTM5vJhIrmzdUBNK.1
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