
STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION 

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee 

Minutes for October 9, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting 

Web site:  www.suaa-ui.org 

Facebook Site:  https://www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC/ 

 

Executive Committee Attendees:  Melinda Carr, Robert Flider, Tanya Gallagher, Michael Hirschi, Melanie 

Loots, Vera Mainz, John C. Marlin, Debora McCall, Donald Uchtmann, H. F. Williamson, Matthew Wilson 

 

Other Attendees:  Ethan Hanf, Megan Pearson, Ron Webbink 

 

I.  Call to Order and Introductions. 

Wilson called the meeting to order at 1:32pm.  A new member, Ethan Hanf, liaison from the Staff Advisory 

Committee, was welcomed. 

 

II.  Approval of minutes for September 11, 2024. 

A motion to approve the minutes as amended was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

 

III.  President’s Update. 

Wilson was part of a meeting with Brian Soady and representatives of several other SUAA Chapter 

presidents.  Soady asked them questions as simple as 1) is annuitant a word that is recognized; 2) what is SUAA’s 

the mission statement; 3) should the logo, “Protecting your pension” be in the mission statement; and 4) are 

incentives useful or not.  He expects more updates on the SUAA strategic planning process. 

 

IV.  Treasurer’s Report.   

Webbink presented the report for the activity in September 2024 and the year to date.  Melanie Loots has 

accepted the position of treasurer, starting in January 2025.  She will take part in the upcoming audit as an 

observer. 

 NOTE:  When purchasing anything where an invoice is sent to the UIUC-SUAA Chapter, please send to 

Ron Webbink’s home:  3407 Mill Creek Ct., Unit 4, Champaign, IL  61822 

 

V.  Action/Discussion Items. 

A. Update on Planning for Fall Chapter Meeting, October 27, 2024.  McCall reported that all plans are set.  

She has posted an announcement to the SUAA UIUC Facebook page.  Williamson will make sure the 

announcement is posted to E-Week.  It will also be sent to members via SUAA State.  Williamson shared a 

draft Program for review, see Attachment 1.  Wilson will ask Flider to give a short legislative report or ask 

Brian Soady, SUAA State Executive Director and CEO, to do so as he will attend and give remarks.  

Williamson will introduce Kristen Houch, Director of Legislative and Stakeholder Relations, SURS.  

Williamson will also present the Membership Committee report, the Foundation report, and a summary of 

what occurred at the 2024 meeting of the Big 10 Retiree Association. 

A. Update on Fall Annuitant issue.  Carr is dropping it off today for printing and mailing.  She hopes to have it 

sent out at least a week prior to the Fall meeting.  She increased the print run to 12,300.  The order should 

go to the mailing center around Oct. 16th.  There is a question about the mailing costs, but it should be able 

to be set up as in the past.  Carr requested a reminder email from McCall about the meeting and was told it 

was already planned.   

B. Melanie Loot reported on her meeting with Bria Marcelo, the Assistant Chancellor for Culture, Learning 

and Engagement (CLE).  Loots explained why SUAA UIUC was interested in the upcoming Retirement 

Expo and why we hoped it would be an in-person event.  Marcelo told her that plans for the next 

Retirement Expo are in a very early stage.  The next related event is the All Employee Expo, which will 

happen in Fall 2025.  The idea of combining either the Retirement Expo or the All Employee Expo across 

all three campuses is coming from the System HR, to make sure that there is consistency of information 

shared across the campuses.  System HR was to ensure quality control at these events and believes it is 

improving.  They do recognize that one size doesn’t necessarily fit all and that a zoom presentation might 

https://www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC/


not be optimum for all employees.  Loots believes the Chapter should consider options of interacting on-

line.  She will keep in touch with Marcelo.  She also informed Marcelo that the SUAA UIUC Chapter could 

help the campus publicize these Expos with its membership.  Marcelo said UIUC welcomes SUAA as a 

vendor at any Expo.  Marlin noted that if the issue is an on-line vs. an in-person program, he believes UIUC 

could have an in-person program and be part of an on-line program.  There was a question about the 

optimum timing for these various expos.  SUAA UIUC could take responsibility for an event.  Marlin noted 

that the All Employee Expo someone should have a plain text handout about deferred earnings, noting that 

a SURS director who had self-managed retirement portfolios had 10 days to move money or not be 

qualified for healthcare and other retirement benefits.  Mainz suggested a filler article on this topic for the 

next Annuitant.  Loots noted that she clipped the CCFD form from the Annuitant proof and made a pdf that 

she could edit.  She has suggested to the CCFD contact in Swanlund that they post a pdf of the retiree form. 

Loots also reported on a possible link with the Advocates for Aging Care.  This is an organization 

concerned about the shortage of skilled nursing home care, specifically the loss of the Champaign County 

Nursing Home.  Gallagher said they are quite an active group.   

C. Update on Process for Selection of new Webmaster and Newsletter Editor. No report. 

D. Update on Delegates for Fall State Delegates Meeting, October 15, 2024.  Carr, Loots, Marlin, Williamson 

and Wilson are planning to attend.  Uchtmann is planning to carpool with Williamson.  Let him know if 

you want to do so.  It was noted that the Carbondale Chapter gave money to the State SUAA organization 

for a particular purpose – a SUAA mini-briefing on Sept. 30, 2024.  Williamson noted we would need more 

information before we would consider volunteering a similar donation from out Chapter.  Marlin noted that 

we might need the money in our treasury for a more important purpose such as another lawsuit to protect 

our pensions. 

 

VI.  Standing Committee Reports. 

A. Legislative Committee:  Adams, Flider (Chair), Marlin, Rugg, Schoell, Winkel.  The Attachment 2 has the 

text of a SUAA State Mini-briefing send Sept. 30, 2024, which includes a report on eliminating the 

Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) in H. R. 82.  There was some discussion of this topic, but more 

discussion and a vote would be needed if we were going to take a position on this issue.  Marlin said to 

contact Budzinski in a personal way if you support the bill.  Uchtmann said he thought they were talking 

about a refinement of a “windfall” to address the inequities involved but not address the issue with social 

security.  Further discussion is needed on the issue.   

B. Membership Committee: Buesing, Carr, Pearson, Williamson (Chair).  Williamson circulated and reviewed 

the monthly membership report for September.  Our Chapter membership continues to decline as the 

number who join or renew each month is far fewer than our losses due to deaths or lapsed members.  The 

loss of the Retirement Expo will make it more difficult to recruit new members (we have not had a new 

member this year) and put more importance on efforts to contact lapsed members.  On a related matter, he 

will work with the Communications Committee to establish a program of informing our members of 

opportunities on campus for retirees such as participation in research projects.  The first such mailing will 

concern a project at the LIFE (Living in Future Environment) Home on whose advisory board Gallagher 

serves. 

C. Communications Committee/Newsletter/Website:  Carr, Francis, Gallagher.  No report. 

D. Benefits Committee:  Hirschl (Chair), Williamson.  Williamson noted that he remains the ex officio 

member from the Chapter on the UIUC Senate Faculty and Staff Benefits Committee (FB) on which 

Pearson is also a member.  Though he was unable to attend the October meeting of FB, it did not appear 

that there were items on the agenda of interest to our members.  

E. Program Committee:  McCall, Wilson.  McCall requested extra copies of the Annuitant at the Fall meeting.   

 

VII.  Ad Hoc Committee Reports. 

A. Big 10 Retirement Association Committee:  Gallagher, Williamson.  No Report. 

B. Long Range Planning Committee:  Wilson (Chair), Williamson, Marlin, Uchtmann, Gallagher.  The next 

meeting will be January 8, 2025. 

 

VIII.  New Business.  No New Business. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/82


 

IX.  Adjournment and Next Meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:14 pm.  The next scheduled meeting will be at 1:30 pm on Wednesday, 

Nov. 13, 2024. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

A. Executive Committee Meetings, 2024:  Nov. 13, Dec. 11; 2025: Jan. 8 (Long Range Planning), Feb. 12, 

Mar. 12, Apr. 9, May 14, Jun. 11, Jul. 9 (tentative).  

B. Fall Meeting, October 27, 2024 

C. State Delegates Meeting:  October 15, 2024 

 

  



Attachment 1 

FALL CHAPTER MEETING 

State Universities Annuitants Association 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Chapter 
I HOTEL & CONVENTION CENTER 

Champaign, Illinois 

Sunday, October 27, 2024 

2:30 PM  Social Time and Refreshments 

3:00 PM   Program 

President’s Greeting:  Matt Wilson  

Presentation: Kristen Houch 

Director of Legislative and Stakeholder Relations 

State Universities Retirement System 

3:30 PM  Business Meeting 

President’s Message 

Reports by Chapter Leaders 

*Please note: this meeting will be recorded for posting to the chapter website. By- 

attending, you are granting permission for publication of your image or comments. 

 

Important Information for Keeping Informed: 

Chapter:   Website:   www.suaa-ui.org 

  Facebook Site:  www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC 

State:    Website:   www.suaa.org 

  Email:   suaa@suaa.org 

  Mailing address: State Universities Annuitants Association 

217 E. Monroe, Suite 100 

Springfield, IL 62701 

  Phone:   (217) 523-4040 

  For up-to-date information from the SUAA State Office such 

  as mini-briefings,   SUAA members should send their email 

  addresses to debi@suaa.org 
 

  

http://www.suaa-ui.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC
http://www.suaa.org/


Attachment 2 

 

SUAA Mini-Briefing – September 30, 2024 

In this edition: 

√ SUAA Launches New Chapter Sponsorship Program: SIU-Carbondale Kicks it Off! 

        ›SUAA Website/Legislative Action Center Now Possible! 

√  SUAA Fall Delegates Meeting Sneak Peek 

√  No Veto Session For You?!  

SUAA Launches New Chapter “Sponsor” Program: SIU Carbondale Kicks it Off! 

The Chapter Leadership of the SIU-Carbondale SUAA Chapter recently voted to contribute surplus funds back to 

the SUAA Home Office. This pioneering donation will make it possible for a complete renovation and renewal of 

our website! This generous donation will also allow for the installation and creation of a new “Legislative Action 

Center.” 

Thank you, SIU-Carbondale Chapter! Leadership at the SIU-Carbondale Chapter of SUAA recently reached out 

to discuss what could be done with a surplus budget (built up during COVID, with skipped events, etc.) at the 

Chapter level. Many Chapters have a different answer to this situation and there is not just one correct answer, of 

course. Some Chapters have invested in CDs or other interest-bearing accounts, for example. Exploring these 

different options available to SUAA Chapters also led to an awareness of multiple opportunities to support the 

SUAA home office and statewide mission to protect pension and healthcare benefits into the future. There are 

many ways to partner with us to support the mission. This donation represents an amazing opportunity for us all to 

move forward with our digital marketing capacity.  

Feel Left Out?! Don’t worry. If your Chapter has also engaged in sound financial practices over the years and 

built up a surplus, there are other opportunities to support the SUAA Mission. A menu of these options is being 

created for distribution at the Fall Delegates Meeting and, of course, we welcome and appreciate your ideas, 

too!  If, instead, your Chapter would like to support another Chapter that may not be currently thriving, we invite 

you to learn more about the SUAA Chapter Development Fund and how your successful Chapter can support a 

neighboring Chapter instead. All very mission-critical and in direct support of the SUAA Mission. A number of 

mission critical opportunities and challenges still exist that SUAA Chapters across the State can support, if 

interested. Please see the attached pdf (CLICK HERE) for a growing list of ideas for partnership. 

SUAA Fall Delegates Meeting Sneak Peek - Senator Mike Halpin (D- Rock Island) to Keynote 

In just a couple of weeks, SUAA delegates from across the State will gather again to discuss and review the 2025 

Annual Budget and to approve the 2025 SUAA Legislative Platform. At the June Annual Meeting, Delegates 

discussed the value and/or need of this second meeting, however, no changes to the bylaws were considered or 

enacted yet. As I write this article, we have under 20 Chapters registered to provide delegates. Please contact me 

immediately if your Chapter still plans to join us.   

State Senator Mike Halpin (D-Rock Island) will join us and offer keynote comments to the assembled group. 

Senator Halpin’s legislative bio can be found here: 

 https://www.ilga.gov/senate/Senator.asp?GA=103&MemberID=3213 

Senator Halpin currently serves as the Co-Chair of the Senate Committee on Higher Education and is a member of 

the Special Committee on Pensions. Having also served for years in The Illinois House, we welcome Senator 

Halpin’s experienced view of the General Assembly and how we can impact Illinois pension policy and funding 

issues for the benefit of SUAA Members everywhere. 

No Veto Session for You? 

The Illinois General Assembly has scheduled the Fall Veto Session to occur in November in between Election day 

(November 5) and the Thanksgiving Holiday, however, there is now speculation it may be canceled. This doesn’t 

necessarily mean that there won’t be action taken on pension issues such as Tier 2 “Safe Harbor” or even Gov. 

Pritzker’s “100 % plan” this fall, however, it may impact how those actions occur. 

In the General Assembly, the Veto Session is established for the sole purpose (as its name might suggest) to 

respond to any gubernatorial vetoes. The legislature will traditionally either override the Veto of a Governor or fail 

to override and the Veto stands. This year there are so few pieces of legislation that received a veto, many are 

speculating that the Veto Session will be cancelled in part or in whole. The SUAA governmental relations team 

will continue to update you on these developments as they occur. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/suaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/e0685052-4ad0-47bc-a2cd-bd1e4f1221dd/1__;!!DZ3fjg!_bwqUDr8hbUrHM7jmgNb4fLDhmQ9XdMHRSgC4IAoydElkuAe3pScaDpI4VUGMmTffrxDC0X7VDUT6YT49nUiQQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/suaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/e0685052-4ad0-47bc-a2cd-bd1e4f1221dd/2__;!!DZ3fjg!_bwqUDr8hbUrHM7jmgNb4fLDhmQ9XdMHRSgC4IAoydElkuAe3pScaDpI4VUGMmTffrxDC0X7VDUT6YQHr1QU3A$


“Lame-Duck” Session instead? If Veto Session is cancelled, observers suggest the General Assembly may instead 

call a Session day (or more) prior to the Inauguration of the next General Assembly in January 2025. This so-

called “lame-duck” Session will allow individuals to cast a vote on an issue like Tier 2 reforms, with the full 

knowledge of the electoral outcomes of November 5. 

Federal Action on Windfall Elimination This Year? Here’s the latest…   

SUAA staff has learned from sources on Capitol Hill that the Social Security Fairness Act, which would eliminate 

the Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) and Government Pension Offset (GPO), will advance to the U.S. House 

Floor for a vote after lawmakers successfully used a discharge petition to take the bill, H.R. 82, to the Floor for 

consideration without the bill having first passed through a relevant committee. 

The bill, sponsored by Garret Graves (R-LA) and Abigail Davis Spanberger (D-VA), has 329 co-sponsors in the 

U.S. House. Every member of the Illinois Congressional delegation is a listed co-sponsor, except for U.S. 

Representatives Darin LaHood and Mary Miller.  Earlier this month, the discharge petition reached the 218-

signature threshold from U.S. House Members to force the bill to a floor vote. 

House GOP leadership has confirmed plans for a vote on the bill in November. Similar to the situation in Illinois, 

this vote will most likely take place when Congress returns following the November 5 presidential election. 

  

Thank you, 

W. Bryan Soady, 

Executive Director, SUAA 

BSoady@SUAA.org 

 

mailto:BSoady@SUAA.org

