
STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION 

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee 

Minutes for September 11, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting 

Web site:  www.suaa-ui.org 

Facebook Site:  https://www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC/ 

 

Executive Committee Attendees:  Melinda Carr, Robert Flider, Tanya Gallagher, Michael Hirschi, Melanie 

Loots, Vera Mainz, John C. Marlin, Debora McCall, Donald Uchtmann, H. F. Williamson, Matthew Wilson 

 

Other Attendees:  Megan Pearson, Ron Webbink 

 

I.  Call to Order and Introductions.  

Wilson called the meeting to order at 1:31pm.  All present introduced themselves. 

 

II.  Approval of minutes for August 14, 2024. 

A motion to approve the minutes as presented was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

 

III.  President’s Update. 

Wilson thanked Carr for all her work to successfully put the Annuitant together on short notice. 

 

IV.  Treasurer’s Report.   

 Webbink presented the report for the activity in August and the year to date.  Mainz asked if SUAA UIUC 

Chapter had a campus CFOP available for the upcoming graphics charges for work on the Annuitant.  McCall said 

she would send the CFOP used for campus charges to Mainz via email after this meeting. 

 NOTE:  When purchasing anything where an invoice is sent to the UIUC-SUAA Chapter, please send to 

Ron Webbink’s home:  3407 Mill Creek Ct., Unit 4, Champaign, IL  61822 

 

V.  Action/Discussion Items. 

A. Planning for Fall Chapter Meeting, October 27, 2024.  McCall reported that all plans are set.  The only 

change from previous plans is that Kristen Houch, the Director of Legislative and Stakeholder 

Development from SUAA, will be the main speaker.  McCall will post the meeting announcement to the 

Chapter Facebook page. 

B. Update on Fall Annuitant issue.  Carr was attending via zoom, so Mainz circulated a proof of the Fall 2024 

Annuitant for comment and corrections. The proof was received 9/6/2024 from the graphic artist.  Carr has 

reviewed this proof and provided a few edits.  The United Way information and memoriam names are in 

place.  Carr noted that there is some space is available for filler material.  Loots offered a filler article and 

will send it to Carr.  The next step is to have SURS and SUAA review the text next.  Cheryl Heck is 

working on the DDHS list for distribution.   

C. Discussion of Process for Selection of new Webmaster and Newsletter Editor.  Wilson will check back with 

the one person who responded to the email call for volunteers.  They were unable to help with the Fall issue 

but might be interested in becoming the Newsletter Editor. 

D. Selection of Delegates for Fall State Delegates Meeting, October 15, 2024.  Williamson noted that there is 

no limit on the number of delegates that can attend from a given Chapter though only five will be voting 

delegates.  Those interested should contact Wilson prior to the September 25 registration deadline.  

Webbink will then register them and send the State Office the registration payment.  Williamson pointed 

out that this is an excellent chance for new Committee members to get a feel for what occurs at state 

meetings and to meet colleagues from other Chapters relatively conveniently.  The meeting usually starts 

mid-morning and ends around 3 p.m.  The agenda has not been sent out yet, but we don’t expect it will 

contain any controversial issues.  Wilson will send an email asking for those who want to attend and send 

that information to Webbink.  A show of hands indicated that five members were interested. 

 

VI.  Standing Committee Reports. 

A. Legislative Committee:  Adams, Flider (Chair), Korr, Rugg, Schoell, Winkel. No report. 

https://www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC/


B. Membership Committee: Buesing, Carr, Pearson, Williamson (Chair).  Williamson circulated the 

membership report for August indicating that it had fallen by seven members.  He noted the need to 

consider how to recruit new members given that we have had only seven new members this calendar year 

and none since March.  Until we have another Retirement Expo or another free membership drive, he 

doesn’t see how this trend can be reversed.  Regarding the future of the Retirement Expo, Loots has 

contacted Illinois HR and has an appointment with Brea Marcelo on Sept. 20, 2:30 pm, to ask about its 

status.  She has found out that current plans are for the next one to be a virtual expo and joint with UIC and 

UIS. If anyone has questions, send them to her or go with her to the meeting. Williamson and Pearson will 

be approaching the question of the Retirement Expo via the Senate Faculty Benefits meeting. Marlin said 

he was appalled that they were trying to do a zoom Retirement Expo, as people won’t be able to wander 

and talk to the groups present. Pearson said there is a strong push that all three campuses be treated equally, 

so that might be why they are considering a zoom session. Mainz said it doesn’t serve the retiree’s needs by 

doing it via zoom. Marlin suggested that there could a one hour or 90 minute on-line session for the various 

groups that want to present to the University-wide audience, but then have a live event on each campus, 

tailored to their needs.  Williamson noted, though, that we can continue contacting our best target group, 

lapsed members.  Once the Fall Membership Meeting is over, he and Loots will lead an effort for all 

members of the Executive Committee to contact individuals whom they know among the over 250 current 

lapsed members urging them to rejoin. 

C. Communications Committee/Newsletter/Website:  Carr, Francis, Gallagher. See section V.B above. 

D. Benefits Committee:  Stone (Chair), Williamson.  Reports will start to flow from the Senate Faculty 

Benefits Committee once meetings start this fall. 

E. Program Committee:  McCall, Wilson.  See section V.A above. 

 

VII.  Ad Hoc Committee Reports. 

A. Big 10 Retirement Association Committee:  Gallagher, Williamson.  Williamson had one follow-up to the 

suggestion in last month’s report that we consider how our Chapter members can provide service to the 

campus following the lead of members at some of the other members of the Big 10 group.  He met with the 

individual heading up the Illinois Scholars Program, a Summer Bridge Program, to see whether emeriti and 

other retirees might be a resource that he could use.  He also plans to see if the relevant staff on campus 

might like to use our membership email list for mailings such as requests for volunteers for medical 

experiments being conducted on campus. 

B. Long Range Planning Committee:  Wilson (Chair), Williamson, Marlin, Uchtmann, Gallagher. 

Wilson noted the intent is to use the January meeting for this purpose. 

 

VIII.  New Business. 

Uchtmann noted that the financial records of the Treasurer shall be audited in even-numbered years by a 

special audit committee appointed by the Executive Committee.  He served on that committee the last time the 

audit took place.  He also noted that such an audit is required when a new Treasurer is appointed so this audit could 

serve both purposes.  He, Marlin, and Hirschi agreed to serve and their nomination was approved by the Executive 

Committee. 

 

IX.  Adjournment and Next Meeting. Adjourned at 2:10pm. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 pm.  The next scheduled meeting will be at 1:30 pm on Wednesday, 

Nov. 13, 2024. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

A. Executive Committee Meetings, 2024:  Oct. 9, Nov. 13, Dec. 11; 2025: Jan. 8 (tentative), Feb. 12, Mar. 12, 

Apr. 9, May 14, Jun. 11.  

B. Fall Meeting, October 27, 2024 

C. State Delegates Meeting:  October 15, 2024 

 


