
STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION 

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee 

Minutes for June 12, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting 

Web site:  www.suaa-ui.org 

Facebook Site:  https://www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC/ 

 

Executive Committee Attendees:  Marissa Brewer, Melinda Carr, Tanya Gallagher, Wynne Korr, Vera Mainz, 

John C. Marlin, Debora McCall, Donald Uchtmann, H. F. Williamson 

 

Other Attendees:  Megan Pearson, Ron Webbink 

 

Visitor:  Robert Flider 

 

I.  Call to Order. 

 Wilson called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm. 

 

II.  Approval of minutes for May 8, 2024. 

 A motion to approve the minutes was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

 

III.  President’s Update. 

Wilson recognized the sudden and unfortunate passing of Carol Livingstone.  He noted that Carol called 

him to recruit him to this committee.  He never had a chance to meet with her in person since she had moved 

before he joined the Committee but had enjoyed working with her at all the meetings via Zoom.  He and 

Williamson both emphasized that she had played a crucial role in the success of the Chapter.  Gallagher stated that 

Carol was instrumental in her role here as well as any other role she undertook.  Korr made a motion to donate 

$500 from the SUAA Foundation fund and nominated Williamson, Gallagher and Korr to work with the 

Foundation to make a proper memorial contribution.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  Carr 

expressed her approval for remembering Carol in some way but wanted to make a note that we honor her in an 

appropriate manner.  Wilson suggested that naming something in her honor could be considered.  Williamson 

volunteered to look into options for Carol in particular and others in general.  Williamson and others volunteered to 

write up Carol’s memorial for the Annuitant.  Mainz noted she would append Carol’s obituary (from her memorial 

service in Las Vegas on May 31, 2024) to the minutes.  Wilson noted the importance of finding one or more 

individuals to replace Carol in the work she did for the SUAA UIUC Chapter. 

 

IV.  Treasurer’s Report.   

Webbink presented the report for the activity in May and the Year to Date and noted that he had received 

and paid the invoice for the spring Chapter Meeting.  He then announced that he is retiring as Chapter Treasurer as 

soon as a successor can be appointed.  If anyone is interested in succeeding him, they should contact Wilson.  

Uchtmann, who worked closely with Webbink while chairing the Auditing Committee, thanked Webbink for the 

outstanding job he has done to SUAA as treasurer for 10 years. 

NOTE:  When purchasing anything where an invoice is sent to the UIUC-SUAA Chapter, please send to 

Ron Webbink’s home:  3407 Mill Creek Ct., Unit 4, Champaign, IL  61822 

 

V.  Action/Discussion Items. 

A. Report from Nominating Committee for 2024-2025 Officers.  Williamson reported that following Article 

5.2 of the Chapter Bylaws, Wilson had appointed a Nominating Committee consisting of Korr and 

Williamson to present candidates for these positions.  The Committee presented the current officers to 

serve another term:  President Matt Wilson; Vice President Donald Uchtmann; and Secretary Vera Mainz.  

A motion was made to approve the recommendation, seconded, and approved unanimously. 

B. Planning for Annual State Meeting, June 19-20, Springfield, IL.  Williamson reported that the registration 

fees and forms for our attendees were sent in.   

C. Attendance at Big 10 Retirees Association Meeting, July 24-26, Columbus, OH.  Williamson and Gallagher 

are attending.  Gallagher wants to find out how these other groups handle membership.  She noted that 

https://www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC/


SUAA UIUC had a lot of interest in membership when the health care changes happened two years ago.  

She wonders what other issues would motivate interest in membership in SUAA UIUC and that what we 

communicate relates specifically to our membership.     

D. Planning for Fall Chapter Meeting.  Various ideas on programming were discussed.  Wilson tabled the 

discussion until the July 10th meeting.   

E. Decision on July 10 Meeting of Executive Committee.  Wilson indicated that rather than hold a formal 

Executive Committee meeting, we would hold a planning meeting at which we could cover such topics as 

finding a replacement for Carol Livingstone, considering the program for the Fall Meeting, and growing 

our membership. 

F. Discussion of Process for Selection of new Webmaster and Newsletter Editor. Tabled until the July 10th 

meeting. 

 

VI.  Standing Committee Reports. 

A. Legislative Committee:  Adams, Brewer (Chair), Korr, Marlin, Rugg, Schoell, Winkel.  Flider had nothing 

specific to report.  He noted that the State SUAA office has shared a lot of information via email in the last 

few weeks. In particular, on June 6, 2024, W. Brian Soady, Executive Director/CEO of SUAA sent a letter 

to SUAA members concerning the State’s Y 25 budget package and pension funding plans.  (A copy of the 

letter is appended to the minutes.) 

B. Membership Committee: Buesing, Carr, Pearson, Williamson (Chair).  Williamson noted that there were 

disturbing changes in May.  In a “typical” month we had a slight net loss in membership as new and 

returning members don’t offset losses due to lapses and deaths.  For May, we lost 19 members and had no 

gain.  Fourteen of the nineteen were from lapsed memberships, the other five due to deaths. 

C. Communications Committee/Newsletter/Website:  Carr, Francis, Gallagher.  Carr noted that she knows 

some things that Carol did for SUAA UIUC, but the Annuitant was almost entirely Carol’s work.  Carr will 

continue to offer to review articles, but noted that Carol did the layout using software Carr does not have 

access to and no backup.  We need somebody to layout the fall newsletter.  Wilson stated that we would 

address the issues related to Livingstone’s death next month at the July 10th working meeting.  This issues 

include an editor for the newsletter and webmaster for the SUAA UIUC website and facebook page.  Mainz 

volunteered to contact Livingstone’s family to see if she had files that need to transferred to SUAA UIUC.  

Might need to contract out the next newsletter.  Williamson asked if we should send an email to our 

membership and ask about recruiting someone for these roles.  The discussion was tabled until July 10th. 

D. Benefits Committee:  Stone (Chair), Williamson.  No report. 

E. Program Committee:  McCall, Wilson.  No report.  Planning for the Fall Annuitant and meeting will be 

discussed at the July 10th meeting. 

 

VII.  Ad Hoc Committee Reports. 

A. Big 10 Retirement Association Committee:  Francis, Williamson. 

B. Long Range Planning Committee:  Wilson (Chair), Williamson, Marlin, Uchtmann, Gallagher. – meet in 

July. 

 

VIII.  New Business. 

A. Korr’s term ends as of this meeting.  She is free to come to meetings and will try to help with legislative 

issues.  Korr thanked Marline for his leadership especially for the Aetna/Trail issues two years ago.   

 

IX.  Adjournment and Next Meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:18 pm.  The next scheduled executive committee meeting will be at 1:30 

pm on Wednesday, July 10, 2024.  This will be a meeting concerned with long-range planning issues. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

A. Executive Committee Meetings, 2024:  Jul. 10, Aug. 14, Sept. 11, Oct. 9, Nov. 13, Dec. 11; 2025: Jan. 8 

(tentative), Feb. 12, Mar. 12, Apr. 9, May 14, Jun. 11.  

B. Big 10 Retiree Association Meeting:  July 24-26, Columbus, OH 

 



Appendix:   

 

A. Carol J. Livingstone Obituary and remembrance remarks.  

 

1. From the program for her memorial service at Grace Presbyterian Church, Las Vegas, May 31, 2024 

 

Carol Livingstone October 11, 1953 — May 27, 2024 
 

Carol Jean Livingstone was born October 11, 1953, in Ridgewood, New Jersey, daughter of Edward Livingstone 

and Jane Margaret Krieger. She earned a BS in Biology from MIT in 1975, a PhD in physiology from Columbia 

University in 1980, and an MBA from Columbia University in 1982. She was one of the first people to learn the 

Lotus Program on a personal computer, and taught that program for the MBA course at the University of Illinois in 

1983-84. In 1984 she earned the title of director of the Division of Management Information, serving in that 

position until she retired in 2012. Carol also held the title of Associate Provost.  

 

Carol married Daniel Grayson in August 1976. She was a talented singer, and musical performer. She sang in 

many choirs and performed in shows such as Man of La Mancha at MIT. Carol loved the ocean and time with 

family. She bought a second home in in Ocean Grove, on the Jersey Shore where she would gather friends and 

family for cherished time together.  

 

Tragically, on May 27, Carol passed unexpectedly. She will be deeply missed by Daniel, her loving husband, her 

family and countless friends, and colleagues she gathered throughout her journey. Carol is survived by her 

husband, Dan Grayson, sons David and Paul Grayson, grandchildren Tiko Grayson, Lina Grayson, and Alan 

Grayson, and daughter-in-law Fang Li (李芳). 

 

Memorials may be given in Carol’s honor and memory to:  

 

Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association  

www.oceangrove.org/donate  

 

or  

 

Grace Presbyterian Church Las Vegas  

www.gracepclv.org 

 

 

 

2. From the Ocean Grove Choir, Facebook posting May 28, 2024, 2:59pm 

Althea Klein 

 

Dear Ocean Grove Auditorium Choir Members and Friends, 

It is with heavy heart and profound sadness that I write to inform you of the passing of our dear friend and 

cherished choir member, Carol Livingstone.  She departed  . . . suddenly  yesterday, leaving a void that words 

cannot express. 

 

Carol was not only a talented and dedicated member of our choir, a former board member and president and 

currently our librarian and social media liaison, but also a beloved friend whose faith, kindness, and spirit touched 

us all. 

 

As we process this loss, let us find comfort in our shared faith, and the beautiful memories we have of Carol. 

We are reminded of the words from 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14:  “Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be 

uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve, like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.  



For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 

fallen asleep in him.” 

 

It this time of sorrow, let us lean on each other and find solace in our faith and community.  Carol’s memory will 

forever be a part of our hears and our choir.  More information will be forthcoming.  Please keep Carol’s husband, 

Dan Grayson and family in your prayers during this incredibly difficult time. 

 

If you wish to send a condolence card, it can be sent to: 

Dan Grayson 

2813 Belmont Dr. 

Henderson, NV  89074 

 

With deepest sympathy, 

The Choir Leadership 

 

B. On June 6, 2024, W. Brian Soady, Executive Director/CEO of SUAA sent the following report via email to 

members:   

 

Greetings SUAA Members – 

Governor Pritzker signed the FY25 Illinois state budget package yesterday, June 5. 

The $53.1 billion budget is the “sixth balanced budget in as many years." The full 

press release is here if interested. 

 

Immediately after Session, SUAA reported that "...the state now has its Fiscal Year 

2025 Budget in addition to the approval of Gov. Pritzker’s 100% pension funding 

plan" and we wanted to clarify the plan(s) for you here. The FY25 Illinois State 

budget passed by the General Assembly did provide Governor Pritzker with the full 

pension funding he requested for the FY25 year budget. This payment meets the 

100% statutory obligation for the year. This amounts to $11.5 billion in total funding 

for all of the five statewide pension systems (SURS, TRS, SERS, GARS, and JRS) 

for FY25, with $2.21 billion allocated to SURS according to the budget bill and the 

State Actuary's report.  

 

In the waning days of Session, lawmakers also introduced legislation pertaining to 

Governor Pritzker’s plan to fully fund Illinois’ five statewide pensions to 100% by 

2048, instead of the current “Edgar Ramp” that, when complete, would provide the 

state pension plans are only 90% funded by 2045. This “100% by ‘48” plan is not a 

part of the FY25 budget package. The Pritzker “100% by ‘48” plan includes a major 

influx of funding using money Illinois is currently spending on debt repayment for 

old bonds that retire in the early 2030s. We will alert SUAA members and continue 

to update you when this plan is scheduled for debate. 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/suaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/ce3f06d2-24b1-4615-ba4b-48c62605554c/1__;!!DZ3fjg!4_1EKiO85IbMfKxImViKe0PynNd590QKMkLIlq12TQ3PGBv1qZtpJrYjCUSgaRvRS38iAWZxOSoh3ToGi1X3Pw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/suaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/ce3f06d2-24b1-4615-ba4b-48c62605554c/2__;!!DZ3fjg!4_1EKiO85IbMfKxImViKe0PynNd590QKMkLIlq12TQ3PGBv1qZtpJrYjCUSgaRvRS38iAWZxOSoh3TrA1Sxu6A$

