
INALSTATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION 

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee 

Minutes for May 8, 2024 

Web site:  www.suaa-ui.org 

Facebook Site:  https://www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC/ 

 

Executive Committee Attendees:  Marissa Brewer, Melinda Carr, Tanya Gallagher, Vera Mainz, John C. Marlin, 

Debora McCall, Donald Uchtmann, H. F. Williamson 

 

Other Attendees:  Carol Livingstone, Megan Pearson, Ron Webbink 

 

Visitor:  Mike Hirschi 

 

I.  Call to Order. 

 Vice President Uchtmann called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm in the absence of President Wilson. 

 

II.  Approval of minutes for April 10, 2024. 

 A motion to approve the minutes as amended was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

 

III.  President’s Update. 

Uchtmann conveyed Wilson’s thanks for all those who worked to make the annual meeting a success.  He 

welcomed Michael Hirschi, newly elected to the Executive Committee.  Uchtmann announced that Wilson 

appointed Korr and Williamson to serve as the Nominating Committee to present candidates for election at the 

June Executive Committee meeting for President, Vice President, and Secretary for 2024-2025.   

 

IV.  Treasurer’s Report.   

Webbink noted small transcription errors in 2 prior reports including in this month’s report.  Webbink 

presented the report for the activity in March and the Year to Date.  Webbink was thanked for the report. 

 NOTE:  When purchasing anything where an invoice is sent to the UIUC-SUAA Chapter, please send to 

Ron Webbink’s home:  3407 Mill Creek Ct., Unit 4, Champaign, IL  61822 

 

V.  Action/Discussion Items. 

A. Report on Spring Chapter Meeting, April 28, 2024. 

1. Program:  Panel of Legislators.  Both Gallagher and Uchtmann noted that the meeting went very 

well.  The panelists, Paul Faraci, Brandon Schweizer, and Chapin Rose, were on point and candid 

on actions the state SUAA might take to help all annuitants.  Wilson asked SUAA CEO Brian 

Soady to moderate and that was very well done.  Livingstone is still waiting for access to the video.  

She is waiting for access to the video to see what that looks like.  There was an on-line transcription 

that may be ok since sound was apparently lost soon after the meeting started.  Uchtmann asked 

about issues with Kagan participating on-line. 

2. 2024-2027 Candidates for Executive Committee.  All candidates, Robert Flider, Michael Hirschi, 

Melanie Loots, and Matthew J. Wilson, were elected.  The members of the Executive Committee 

look forward to working with them. 

3. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting.  The proposed minutes were presented for comment.  The 

consensus was that they should be presented for approval at the next membership meeting.  Mainz 

noted that the meeting went well except for issues with IT support with respect to the zoom 

meeting.  The room size and attendance were well-matched.  Stone and Uchtmann took pictures and 

agreed to send to Livingstone. 

4. Resolution Regarding How to Handle Nominations from the floor.  Uchtmann reported on a 

resolution adopted by the Executive Committee by electronic vote. See his written report attached to 

the minutes.  The consensus was to revisit this discussion in eight to nine months and see whether it 

is feasible to have on-line participants vote.  Uchtmann noted that we didn’t have any nominations 

from the floor at this meeting, but we should have a way to do it.  On-line voting could be done via 

https://www.facebook.com/SUAA.UIUC/


a zoom poll for those participating via zoom.  That option would require the person/entity running 

the zoom meeting to have a way to add people to the ticket and then have zoom people take the poll.  

Or we could have those participating send a private message to a specific person.  Both options 

would require an Executive Committee member to moderate the chat during the meeting.  The I-

Hotel staff were running the zoom part of this meeting so likely some negotiation would be 

required.  Williamson raised a procedural question as to whether this type of addition, if approved, 

should be incorporated into the bylaws. Livingstone recommended that we not include a lot of 

technical detail in the bylaws and instead make it part of our operating procedures. 

B. Nominating Committee for 2024-2025 Officers.  Gallagher and Williamson accepted the charge. 

C. Planning for Annual State Meeting, June 19-20, Springfield, IL.  Williamson reminded all that those 

attending need to register before next meeting of this group.  Anyone interested in attending should please 

email Wilson.  Expenses are all paid.  The deadline for registration is May 30th.  Gallagher and Carr noted 

that they are interested in attending. Those newly elected to the Executive Committee are invited to attend. 

D. Attendance at Big 10 Retirees Association Meeting, July 24-26, Columbus, OH.  Williamson planning to 

attend.  Gallagher is considering attending as she felt Williamson had shared some useful information 

gained by attending those meetings.  

E. Planning for Fall Chapter Meeting. Planning date, location, program need to be determined. The discussion 

was tabled to be continued in June.  Livingstone reminded all that the deadline to include information in the 

Fall Annuitant is typically the beginning of September.   

F. Decision on July 10 Meeting of Executive Committee. Tabled to be decided in June. 

 

VI.  Standing Committee Reports. 

A. Legislative Committee:  Adams, Brewer (Chair), Korr, Marlin, Rugg, Schoell, Winkel.  Marlin reported no 

news.  He is staying in contact with Soady.   

B. Membership Committee: Buesing, Carr, Pearson, Williamson (Chair). Williamson discussed the April 

membership report for the Chapter that showed a slight loss in Chapter membership which has been an all 

too typical pattern. 

C. Communications Committee/Newsletter/Website:  Carr, Francis, Gallagher, Livingstone (Chair). No report. 

D. Benefits Committee:  Stone (Chair), Williamson.  This committee is looking for a replacement for Stone.  

Stone said she would be glad to continue helping even though she rotates off the Executive Committee in 

July. 

E. Program Committee:  McCall, Wilson. No report. 

 

VII.  Ad Hoc Committee Reports. 

A. Big 10 Retirement Association Committee:  Francis, Williamson. See above. 

B. Long Range Planning Committee:  Wilson (Chair), Williamson, Marlin, Uchtmann, Gallagher. No report. 

 

VIII.  New Business. 

A. Mainz reported that Johna Von Behrens has resigned from the Staff Advisory Council (SAC).  We need to 

find another person from SAC to liase with SUAA UIUC.  Pearson sent information to members on the 

contact information for the President of SAC. 

B. Nominations for Region 3 State SUAA to state group.  Williamson noted that the State Office was looking 

for an individual interested in being a candidate for the position University Regional Director in Region 

Three, our region, in case someone was interested. 

 

IX.  Adjournment and Next Meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:15 pm.  The next scheduled meeting will be at 1:30 pm on Wednesday, June 12, 

2024. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

A. Executive Committee Meetings, Spring, 2024:  July 10 (tentative) 

B. Annual State Meeting:  June 19-20, Springfield, IL 

C. Big 10 Retiree Association Meeting:  July 24-26, Columbus, OH 



 

From: Don Uchtmann <duchtmann@gmail.com> 

Date: April 28, 2024 at 9:44:05 PM CDT 

To: Suaa Leadership <officers@suaa-ui.org> 

Subject: Final Vote Tally on Proposed Resolution 

 

Executive Committee: 

 

As of the cut-off time of 2 PM, nine Executive Committee members had voted 'YES" on the Proposed 

Resolution, either by email or in person at the Annual Meeting; none had voted 'NO". A final, "clean" copy of 

the adopted resolution follows. Whether this rule should govern future Executive Committee Elections can be a 

topic of future discussion when Carol Livingston can share her insights. 

-Don 

 

Conducting the Election of the Executive Committee 

if there Are Additional Nominations from the Floor: 

Executive Committee Rule 

  

Whereas Article IV, Section 4.2 (Executive Committee) of the Bylaws states that “Elections must be held at the 

Annual Meeting”, and 

Whereas casting votes remotely by those members attending the Annual Meeting remotely may not be feasible 

because of the difficulty of assuring accuracy and secrecy of the vote for those members casting votes remotely, 

and 

Whereas Article IX, Section 9.1 (Electronic Meetings and Communications) of the Bylaws states that … “All 

such meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the rules adopted by the Executive Committee”, 

Resolved: 

1.      Where casting votes remotely by those members attending the Annual Meeting remotely is not feasible because of 

the difficulty of assuring accuracy and secrecy of the vote from those members, the members attending remotely shall be 

deemed to have abstained from voting. 

  

2.      The determination of feasibility described above shall be made by the chapter member chairing the Annual 

Meeting during the election and in consultation with Carol Livingston. 

  

3.      When casting votes remotely is determined to be feasible, the election shall proceed with votes being cast using a 

process described by the Chair. 
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