STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee

Minutes for December 9, 2009
Clark-Lindsey Board Room

Present:  Mary Beastall, David Bechtel, Gerald Brighton, Paul Dollins, Gary Engelgau, Katharine Kral, Morgan Lynge, Mark Netter, Helen Satterthwaite, Robert Todd, H. F. Williamson

I.  Call to Order and President's Report

A.  Call to Order.  Beastall called the meeting to order at 1:38 p.m.  

B.  Approval of the Minutes.  The minutes for December 9, 2009 were approved with one correction:  Rockwood rather than Rockford at the start of III, B.
C.  Schedule of meetings for spring, 2010.  Beastall noted that  key spring dates are listed in the agenda: (1)  Executive Committee: February 10, March 10, April 14, May 12, June 9; (2) Spring General Membership Meeting, April 25; and (3) and State Annual Directors Meeting, June 22 and 23.
D.  President’s Report

1.  Dollins will chair the Committee for nominees for the Executive Committee.  Other members will be Kral, Larson, Lynge, Rockwood and Todd.
2.  A revised version of the letter to our members indicating that there would not be an increase in their total dues has been prepared.  A motion to send the letter was approved.  It is hoped that it will be mailed December 14 or 15.

3.  Dollins, Satterthwaite, Williamson, and she are working on a draft of the letter to our members soliciting support for SUAAction.  The letter will be sent after the primary election in early February.  

4.  We received a note from the ad hoc state Communications Committee thanking us for our response to their questionnaire prepared by Engelgau after the discussion at a prior meeeting.

5.  Tousey will be working on the next set of Survivor Assistance Workshops.

6.  We are continuing to explore our role with regard hosting or providing financial support for the Fall State Directors Meeting traditionally held in Urbana. 

II. Treasurer’s Report:  Brighton distributed a copy of the report covering November 2009 and the year to date through November 30, 2009.  We have not received the November dues payments from SUAA yet, but they should be included in the next month.  He noted that we will have three more months with annual chapter dues of $9.00 since the dues will fall to $5.00 annually in January.  The financial report was accepted.  

III.  Action Items
A.  Selection of Candidates for Executive Committee.  As noted earlier, Dollins is chairing the Nominating Committee.  He has asked that we send him the names of individuals whom we feel would be good candidates.
B.  Plans for Spring General Membership Meeting, April 11 or 25

1.  Program:  Bechtel confirmed that interim President Ikenberry will be our speaker.  The meeting will be held April 25, 2010.  He proposed that we send him our suggestions for the topics he could cover.  This will be a topic for the February meeting.
2.  Arrangements:  Lynge proposed and the Committee agreed that we should again use the larger meeting room at the I Hotel.
C.  Revision of Bylaws.  Williamson asked that suggestions for change be sent to him.  He indicated that it would be better to wait until the Fall meeting to present the revision to the Membership Meeting.  This will avoid cutting into the time available for Ikenberry’s talk and will be in the Newsletter sent only to our members.
D.  Membership Campaign.  A number of suggestions were discussed including (1) a letter welcoming new members after they have joined; (2) a recruiting letter to recently retirees; (3) an advertisement in Inside Illinois; and (4) a brochure on SUAA for current employees.  Engelgau noted that many of the changes in the Chapter web page were intended to help recruit new members especially among current employees.  It was agreed to maintain the membership list in the Spring Newsletter.  The possibility of an ad in the Spring Newsletter for individuals to help with this recruitment and also with other Chaper work was also suggested. 
IV.  Reporting Items

A.  Membership.  Netter discussed the Membership & Cash Report in the packet (the membership base fell slightly from 2010 to 2007) and his conversations with the staff in the state office on membership matters. 

B.  Legislative Committee/Political Action.  There was a brief discussion of status of the actions being proposed by the Pension System Modernization Task Force.  We already discussed the preparation of the letter supporting SUAAction is being prepared.  Another issue of possible interest is a proposal to add faculty to the University’s Board of Trustees.
C.  Communications Committee.
1.  Newsletter.  February 19, 2010 is the due date for the final drafts of the articles being prepared by the Committee members.
2.  Website and State Ad Hoc Communications Review.  Engelgau noted that both had been discussed earlier. 
VI. Adjournment and Next Meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 3:14 p.m.  Our next meeting will be February 10, 2010 at 1:30 p.m. in the Clark-Lindsey Board Room.

Respectfully submitted, H. F. Williamson, Interim Secretary

