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STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee

Minutes for March 9, 2011
Clark-Lindsey Board Room

Web site:  http://www.suaa-ui.org
Present: Mary Beastall, Gerald Brighton, Thomas Conry, Stephen D’Arcy, Paul Dollins, Athalia Hunt, Carl Larson, Mark Netter, Steven Rugg, Helen Satterthwaite, Rick Schoell, Robert Todd, Ginny Waaler 

I.  Call to Order and President’s Report
A.  Call to Order. President Dollins called the meeting to order at 1:36 p.m.  

B.  Approval of the Minutes.  The minutes for February 9, 2011, were approved.  

C.  Review of schedule of meetings.  

(1) Meetings of Executive Committee—April 13, May 11, June 8; 

(2) Spring Chapter General Membership meeting, May 1;

(3) State Directors Annual Meeting in Springfield: June 21-22, 2011;
(4) Big Ten Retirees’ Association, August 12-14, Madison, WI.
D.  President’s Report. President Dollins (a) reported that there has not been any follow-up from Dr. Lisa Troyer on the meeting held with her and the UIC and UIUC chapter representatives in the President’s office in Urbana; (b) reported that we still need to schedule a meeting with Chancellor Easter; (c) passed out an attorney’s opinion on the pensions issue received through SUAA and discussion followed; (d) discussed the remarks made by Senate President Cullerton regarding taxing retirement income.
II.
Treasurer’s Report: 
· Gerald Brighton distributed a copy of the February 2011 financial reports.  
· Receipts for February were dues of $684 plus $1.00 in interest credits.  The expenditures in February were meeting costs and advertising expenses for a total of $161.  The fund balance on February 28, 2011 was $88,693—$41,883 in checking account and $46,810 in CDs.  

III.
Action Items
A. Report on the State SUAA Membership Meeting.  President Dollins attended the meeting held on February 26, 2011 in Springfield.  He reported that ISU uses the campus email system to communicate with their members.  WIU worked with health services at the flu shot clinic so as to meet prospective members.  There was some discussion about the capture of email addresses of people who visited the SUAA booth at the UIUC employee expo; the answer was that email addresses were only obtained from those who filled out a form.  Paul would like to have a focused meeting in April to brainstorm on the topic of membership recruiting.
B. Plans for Spring General Membership Meeting on May 1.  Ginny Waaler reported that the room and refreshments have been reserved at the Hawthorn Suites.  Steve Rugg reported that Governor Edgar would be the speaker, and that he will be first on the program with the business meeting to follow.

C. Plans for Big Ten Retirees Assn. Meeting, August 12-14, 2011, Madison, WI.  Please let Paul Dollins and Bill Williamson know if you are interested in attending.  Tom Conry indicated that he was considering attending the meeting.

D. Committee Responsibilities.  Mary Beastall is compiling a booklet on committee responsibilities.  She requests that all committee chairs draw up a list of their functions and responsibilities and email them to her.
E. Communications Committee.  Heidi Rockwood distributed a draft of the Annuitant and asked for additions, deletions, or corrections ASAP.  Paul Dollins is looking for ways to communicate better with our members.
F. Procedures for Revision of the Chapter Bylaws.  A discussion about the letter of transmittal to the membership resolved that the letter would be revised.
IV.  Reporting Items
A.
State Executive Committee.  Paul Dollins indicated that there was the possibility for SUAA to create a legal fund.  PAC funds cannot be used as a legal fund.  There was some discussion about this matter, and how SUAA would fund it, as there is not enough money in their operating budget.  The consensus was that it may be too early to expend that kind of money, as the first steps that would be taken on the pension and benefits issues would be in the State executive and legislative branches.
B.
Legislative Committee. Members of the committee met with Rep. Chapin Rose since the last meeting.  Future meetings with area legislators are being planned.  The Annuitant has a big section on their activities.  A discussion about the recent letter from AFSCME to SURS annuitants resulted in support for a letter from SUAA to SURS annuitants suggesting that they join SUAA, who could advocate for them.
C.
Membership Committee.  Mark Netter reported that the UIUC chapter is now at 2025 members, a net gain of 1 over last month.
D.
Benefits Committee.  The next Survivors’ Workshop is scheduled for Thursday, June 9, 2011.  These workshops are delivered by SURS staff, and they have indicated that they will cease to give these workshops in person, but rather all the information will be on their website in the near future.  The Benefits Committee were asked to visit with SURS to make a case for continuing the extant mode of the Survivors’ Workshop.
V.
New Business.  

There was no New Business
VI.
Adjournment and Next Meeting 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m.  Our next meeting will be April 13, 2011, at 1:30 p.m. in the Clark-Lindsey Board Room.

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas F. Conry, Secretary
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