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STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee

Minutes for October 13, 2010
Clark-Lindsey Board Room
Web site:  http://www.suaa-ui.org

Present: Gerald Brighton, Thomas Conry, Stephen D’Arcy, Paul Dollins, Gary Engelgau, Athalia Hunt, Mark Netter, Heidi Rockwood, Steve Rugg, Helen Satterthwaite, Rick Schoell, Robert Todd, Edith Terwilliger, Ginny Waaler, Bill Williamson 

I.  Call to Order and President’s Report
A.  Call to Order.  President Dollins called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m.  

B.  Approval of the Minutes.  The minutes for September 8, 2010, were approved.  

C.  Review of schedule of meetings.  (1) Meetings of Executive Committee—November 10, December 8; (2) Fall UIUC Chapter Meeting October 17; (3) UIUC Employee Expo, October 19; and (4) Survivors Assistance Workshops:  November 9, December 2.
D.  President’s Report.  (1) President Dollins reported that the SUAA President asked him to chair the annual-review committee of the Executive Director.  (2) He attended the September 24th SIU regional meeting; there were about 120 attendees.  A member of the SURS Board, a State Senator, and a State Representative attended.  (3) He attended the SUAA Executive Committee on September 16; a packet from that meeting was distributed.  (4) He reviewed the October 15th SUAA Board of Directors meeting; a packet from that meeting was distributed.  (5) He commented on the upcoming meeting with Dr. Lisa Troyer to be held at UIUC on December 2 or 3.  Payroll deduction for SUAA dues and developing a better working relationship between the UIUC and the local SUAA Chapter are topics he would like to discuss.

II.
Treasurer’s Report:  Gerald Brighton distributed a copy of the September 2010 financial report.  No dues were collected for September.  The expenditures in September were meeting costs, website, and supplies for a total of $299.  The fund balance on August 31, 2010 was $89,500 compared to the fund balance on June 30, 2009 of $82,373.  

The financial reports were accepted.  

III.
Action Items
A.  Report on Fall State Directors Meeting, October 5, 2010.  President Dollins reviewed the meeting.  Representative Chapin Rose gave a presentation on the State Budget; Mr. William Mabe, the new SURS Executive Director, gave a presentation on SURS; and Fred Giertz, a member of the SURS Board of Trustees, gave a personal review of pension sustainability.  A budget for SUAA for CY2012 was proposed and approved.
B.  Report on UIC Chapter Meeting, September 14, 2010.  Steve Rugg reported that there were four (4) speakers on the panel:  R. Eden Martin, Ralph Martire, John McCarron, and Addison Woodward.   Steve noted that Mr. McCarron spoke about a 1977 article he wrote for the Chicago Tribune about the growing number of disaffected voters who resent the benefits paid to public sector employees.
C.  Report on SUAAction Meeting.  Bob Todd reported on the September meeting.  The committee allocated $130,000, including contributions of $5,000 each to the four legislative leaders.  He gave a general report on the allocations made to candidates for the House and Senate.  There is a possibility that the fluid mayoral situation in Chicago may affect some election outcomes.  The top issue in the Spring session of the legislature will be redistricting.

D.  Plans for the Fall Chapter meeting, October 17, 2010.  The meeting will be held at the I-Hotel.  The featured speaker will be William Mabe, Executive Director of SURS.

A secondary topic will be a report with Q&A about retiree email.  Steve Rugg is in charge of the program.  Ginny Waaler is in charge of arrangements.  We plan for 150 people.

F.  Plans for UI Employee Expo., October 19, 2010 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The Chapter will have a booth with a new banner.  The Communications and Membership committees are coordinating on this effort.

G.  Retiree email privileges.  Mark Netter gave the report.  There is nothing new to report at this time.

IV.  Reporting Items
A. State Executive Committee.  Paul Dollins reported that membership growth is a priority this year.  Also, there is and has been an active effort to meet with legislators on the pension issue.

B. Legislative Committee. They provided an update on recent visits with local members of the state legislature and attendance at their fundraisers.  In most instances our local legislators have a full understanding and appreciation of our issues.  It was noted that with respect to our legislative agenda we must continue to work in concert with the higher education community, and we have reached out to university officials to begin exploring ways in which we could work together more closely.  The Committee reported that the SUAA Legislative program for 2010-2011 was finalized and approved at the Fall State Director's meeting, which was held on October 5, 2010 at the I Hotel and Conference Center in Champaign. The program is available for viewing on the SUAA website.  Additional data, talking points, and support materials including information on the number of retirees in each legislative district has been developed for use in our advocacy efforts.  A summary of our legislative program is also being incorporated into materials to help our membership activities such as the Employee Expo.  It was also noted that Representative Chapin Rose addressed the Fall Director's meeting and presented several state budget ideas that could possibly help the state achieve fiscal stability.  President Dollins reported that he has been in communication with Representative Rose regarding some of the budget reform recommendations.  The Committee will be prepared to discuss the outcomes of the November election at our next meeting. 
C.  Communications.  (1)  In September 2009 there were 416 visits to suaa-ui.org and in September 2010 there were 585, continuing the growth trend.  (2) The signs and table banner ordered by Carl Larson for the All Employee Expo were displayed.  The banner will also be used at the October 17th Chapter meeting.  (3)  The committee is working with Bill Williamson to update the SUAA-UIUC listings in the A-Z Index on the Illinois website, <www.illinois.edu>.  (4)  Heidi Rockwood will obtain cost estimates to produce a newsletter with color and pictures.  We will also develop a time line for a more complicated production.  (5)  Committee chairs were requested to submit the desired announcements for the website and the publication date, if there is a question of when to post. This may be important for the Benefits Workshops and other items that people are to sign up for.  (6)  Approximately $200.00 was approved for Heidi Rockwood to arrange a mass mailing to current employees who are SURS participants inviting them to the Chapter Meeting on October 17 if the mailing could go out by October 14th 

D.  Membership Committee Report.  The September 2010 membership report for UIUC showed a total membership of 1994. There was a discussion of ways to attract new members.

E.  Benefits Committee.  (1)  The upcoming survivor workshops on November 9th and December 2nd will be limited to 20 people.  (2)  Steve D’Arcy reported that Walgreens and CVS are no longer doing three-month prescription refills because of the slow-pay of the State.

V.
New Business.  None
VI.
Adjournment and Next Meeting

The meeting was adjourned at 3:24 p.m.  Our next meeting will be November 10, 2010, at 1:30 p.m. in the Clark-Lindsey Board Room.

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas F. Conry, Secretary
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