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STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee

Minutes for September 8, 2010
Clark-Lindsey Board Room

Present:  Mary Beastall, Gerald Brighton, Thomas Conry, Stephen D’Arcy, Paul Dollins, Gary Engelgau, Athalia Hunt, Carl Larson, Mark Netter, Heidi Rockwood, Steve Rugg, Helen Satterthwaite, Rick Schoell, Robert Todd, Edith Terwilliger, Ginny Waaler, Bill Williamson 

I.  Call to Order and President’s Report
A.  Call to Order.  President Dollins called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.  

B.  Approval of the Minutes.  The minutes for August 11, 2010, were approved.  

C.  Review of schedule of meetings.  (1) Meetings of Executive Committee—October 13, November 10, December 8; (2) UIC Chapter meeting at Student Union-West on September 14 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.; (3) Regional Meeting at SIU, September 24; (4) Fall State Directors Meeting, October 5; (5) Fall UIUC Chapter Meeting October 17; (6) UIUC Employee Expo, October 19; and (7) Survivors Assistance Workshops:  November 9, December 2.
D.  President’s Report.  President Dollins reviewed the strategy for the upcoming meeting with the President’s Executive Assistant about SUAA dues deduction for currently-employed members of SUAA.  The meeting is being coordinated by Sue Sindelar and Dick Johnson at UIC.  Paul Dollins and Mary Beastall will attend.   The potential dates are October 6 or October 11. 

II.
Treasurer’s Report:  Gerald Brighton distributed a copy of the July-August 2010 financial report.  Dues collected for June & July of $2,057 were deposited in our account.  The major expenditures in August were meeting costs, telephone, and supplies for a total of $287.  The fund balance on August 31, 2010 was $89,797 compared to the fund balance on June 30, 2009 of $82,373.  

The financial reports were accepted.  

III.
Action Items
A.  2010 Big 10 Retirees Association Meeting at Indiana, August 20-22, 2010.  Bill Williamson attended and gave a report.  The focus of the meeting was on the arts.  Bill noted that just about all the other retiree associations were focused inward to the members and were stand-alone associations.  At Illinois, we are part of a larger State unit; we are focused outward because the SURS pension system is funded by the State and not the Institution.
B.  UIUC Chapter Directors.  Since the UIUC chapter membership dropped below 2000 for August, the Chapter may lose a director slot able to vote at State meetings.

C.  Possible Development of FAQs for the Website.  There are common questions that are often asked by members and potential members.  Stephen D’Arcy suggested that some of the most frequently asked questions be posted with an answer.  He volunteered to do a first draft of a response to these questions, which after discussion and approval of the Executive Committee would be posted on the website.

D.  Fall 2010 State Directors Meeting in Urbana, October 5, 2010.  This year the state SUAA handled the meeting arrangements and selected the I-Hotel for this meeting.  Our chapter was offered the choice of again paying for the breakfast and AV equipment in return for the waiver of our members’ registration fees.  The cost of this meal and equipment would exceed the registration fees.  The Chapter declined the offer.  The Chapter will pay the registration fees.  Mary Beastall asked those who are planning to attend to sign up with her and she will take care of the registration.

E.  Plans for Fall General Membership Meeting, October 17, 2010.   The meeting will be at the I-Hotel.  Paul Dollins recruited the new Executive Director of SURS, William Mabe, as the main speaker.  A secondary topic will be a report with Q&A about retiree email.  Steve Rugg will be in charge of the program.  Ginny Waaler will be in charge of arrangements.  We will plan for 150 people.

F.  Planning for UI Employee Expo. , October 19, 2010 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The Chapter will have a booth.  The Communications and Membership committees are coordinating on this effort.

G.  Retiree email privileges.  Mark Netter gave the report.  Conry, Netter and Rugg met with Mike Corn of CITES, who outlined the plans for email service changes to the campus, which will most likely take place in the first or second quarter of 2011.  (1) Currently-employed faculty and staff will migrate to a single campus system hosted by Microsoft (MS) Exchange.  (2) Currently-enrolled students will migrate to a service provided either by MS Live or Google, but with an “@illinois.edu” address.  (3) Retired faculty will keep their email address on MS Exchange.  (4) Retired staff will have their email service migrated to MS Live or Google, but will keep their “@illinois.edu” address.  Updates will be communicated through the newsletter.  The issue of transfer of email files will be addressed as more information becomes available closer to the migration date.
IV.  Reporting Items
A. Newsletter.  Heidi Rockwood reported on the distributed draft Fall newsletter. Please have changes to her for the Fall issue by Sunday, September 12th..

B.  Membership Committee Report/Recommendation.  The August 2010 membership report for UIUC showed a total membership of 1992.  This entitles the chapter to six voting directors at State meetings.  There was a discussion of ways to attract new members.

C.  Legislative Committee/Political Action.  As a follow up to the August meeting the Legislative Committee is circulating to the Executive Committee two drafts, which, once finalized, will assist in our advocacy efforts with public officials.  One document provides a context and process for our 2010 - 2011 legislative priorities and positions. The other document lays out our position statements with supporting data and facts.  lt is intended that these documents will be shared with the state SUAA office by Paul Dollins.  Additionally we hope final approved documents will be ready for distribution by the time of the fall legislative veto session that is scheduled for November 2010.  These documents also complement the Legislative Update article that has been submitted for the fall 2010 issue of The Annuitant. 

In concert with the state SUAA office, officers and members of the Executive Committee continue to meet with area state legislators to reinforce our message and to stress that our chief priority remains fighting the possible impairment of member benefits. We have been active in attending fundraisers and meeting with members on an individual basis and will continue to do so through the November election.

It was reinforced that University leaders and retirees must work together to address benefit issues and stress that higher education is critically important to economic growth.  Accordingly, we must ensure that we have a pension system that attracts and retains top quality faculty. The Legislative Committee stands ready, as appropriate, to assist UIUC, through its leadership and the Illinois Connection to move our mutual agenda forward. 

D.  Benefits Committee.  The upcoming survivor workshops on November 9 and December 2 will be limited to 20 people. Interest will be gauged by the number of people who register for the workshop this Fall.  Bill Williamson is looking for a member to serve on the UIUC Senate Faculty Benefits Committee.

E.  Communications.  The website had 5366 visits from September 2009 through August 2010, which is an average of 446 visits per month.  The website has been revamped.  The Useful Stuff section needs to be updated.  Look at the Useful Links on the website to see what would be useful!  The website will host the FAQ section that will be developed.

The website <www.suaa-ui.org> has been updated/reorganized following the format requested by SUAA. Please review and comment; specifically, would the Benefits Committee look at Useful Stuff.  This is old and probably needs updating or replacement. It would be nice if we could add short instructions on how to best use the Links listed, and have more links recommended.

Carl Larson has ordered the banner and is seeing to the ad placement in Inside Illinois. Suggestions for changes to the ad and possible articles to recommend for publishing are requested.

Once additional information is received by Mary Beastall, Gary Engelgau will arrange a meeting of the Communications and Membership Committee members, plus interested others, to prepare for the UIUC Employee Expo that will be held on October 19, 2010.
By direction of President Dollins, Gary Engelgau will contact Jamell Adkisson, SUAA Membership Director, to request a link to our website <www.suaa-ui.org> by SUAA rather than us forwarding information for posting on their web site.  He will also send information about our Fall Membership Meeting for inclusion in the SUAA Calendar of Events.

F. Bylaws.  These will be considered at a later meeting.

V.
New Business.  There was discussion about making proactive connections with the administration to work on matters of mutual interest.
VI.
Adjournment and Next Meeting

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.  Our next meeting will be October 13, 2010, at 1:30 p.m. in the Clark-Lindsey Board Room.

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas F. Conry, Secretary
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