STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee

Minutes for May 12, 2010
Clark-Lindsey Board Room

Present:  Gerald Brighton, Paul Dollins, Gary Engelgau, Carl Larson, Morgan Lynge, Mark Netter, Helen Satterthwaite, Edie Terwilliger, H. F. Williamson; Guests:  Tom Conry, Steve Rugg, Rick Schoell, John Terwilliger, Ginny Waaler
I.  Call to Order and President's Report
A.  Call to Order.  Williamson acting for President Beastall called the meeting to order at 1:33 p.m.  The members and guests briefly introduced themselves.  The group recognized John Terwilliger for all the work he has put into his listserve at:  https://lists.eiu.edu/mailman/listinfo/suaatalk
B.  Approval of the Minutes.  The minutes for April 14, 2010, were approved with one minor correction (SUAAction for SUUAction in item I, D).  
C.  Review of schedule of meetings for spring, 2010.  As noted in the agenda, these were (1) Meeting of the Executive Committee, June 9; (2) Survivors’ Assistance Workshop, April 30, (3) State Annual Meeting, June 22 and 23; (4) Big Ten Meeting at IU, August 20 – 22.  The discussions of the latter three are summarized later in the minutes.
D.  Survivor Assistance Workshop on April 30.  Williamson reported that 63 registered and 52 attended.  Tousey suggested that future workshops be limited to smaller numbers to encourage more questions.  We received 26 questionnaires.  The results for those who responded to each questions:  (1) All felt the workshop met or exceeded expectations; (2)  Nine were SUAA members and 14 were not; (3)  three retired in 1986; nine during the 1990s, and 12 during the 2000s.  One individual suggested we provide more information on parking in the future.  Larson suggested we contact those who signed in who are not members as part of our membership campaign.  
E.  State Annual Directors Meeting, June 22-23.  Williamson noted that the information on the Abraham Lincoln Hotel had been sent.  We need to make hotel reservation by May 25 to guarantee room rate of $90 (ask for SUAA room rate).  The number is 217-544-88090 or 866-788-1860.  The registration fee is $60 for two days; $50 for Tuesday (includes dinner); or $20 for Wednesday.  In her written President’s report, Beastall indicated our Chapter traditionally has covered the expenses of those attending which are not covered by the state.  Williamson described the motion on this that had been passed at previous May or June meeting that the Chapter will cover expenses for those attending that are not covered by the State Office.  This motion was made and passed unanimously.  Beastall indicated that at the June meeting we will decide who of our attendees will be designated as Directors, thus having a vote at the state meeting.  An informal poll of those attending this meeting indicated that so far only Dollins and Williamson are planning attend.  Others indicated they might be able to attend if we needed to have the votes.  Williamson did not think this would be necessary.  Later in the meeting Dollins was asked to report next month on what issues are likely to require a vote at this meeting.  One item, of course, will be the election of new members of the Executive Committee.
F.  Big Ten Meeting at Indiana University, August 20 – 22.  Williamson summarized the information letter which had arrived recently.  The registration fee will be $125 per person.  The theme will be “Play on: Retirement and the Arts.”  Rugg noted that this will be appropriate given the excellent arts facilities on the campus.  Each campus group will be asked to make a report on “Retirement and the Arts” at the Sunday morning session.  None of the individuals present was considering attending at this time.  Lynge and Netter noted the value of attending this meeting for those new to the Executive Committee.
G.  President’s Report.  In addition to the information noted in the previous items, Beastall covered the following in her written report
1.  Congratulations:  She congratulated Heidi Rockwood on her Distinguished Employee Leadership and Team Award for University Administration employees;
2.  Spring Chapter Meeting.  She noted how well the Spring Chapter Meeting went and thanks to those who wrote notes of appreciation to President Ikenberry;  
3.  SUAAction:  She has been in contact with Al Voelker, chair and Linda Brookhart about SUAAction.  At this point, there are only one or two meetings a year, with a meeting being planned before the state meeting in June.  It has been decided that Bob Todd will attend that meeting.  It appears that the Bylaws for the SUAAction committee are still in draft form.  We will have more information on the work of SUAAction once a representative from our chapter is involved.
4.  Nominating Committee.  She has appointed a committee to select the Chapter officers for 2010-2011 (President, Vice, President, Secretary).  The members are Lynge (Chair), Kral, and Netter.  The election will take place at the next meeting
5.  Other:  Thus far one person has made contact as a result of the Help Wanted ad in the newsletter. There will be a meeting with that person and hopefully others upon my return.  In June, Beastall I will also make contact with the state office in regard to the cost sharing for the fall state meeting.

II. Treasurer’s Report:  Brighton distributed a copy of the Treasurer’s Report for April and Year to Date from July 1, 2009 to April 30, 2010.  There were no dues payments among the Receipts so he expects that the dues for two months will be in the next report.  The principal expenditure was $469 for the Chapter’s share of the Regional Meeting.  Rockwood noted that she has the bill for printing the Spring Annuitant.  The bill for the spring Chapter Meeting will also be part of the disbursements for next month.  A motion to accept the financial was made and passed.
III.  Action Items
A.  Report on Spring Chapter Meeting, April 25, I Hotel.  It was agreed that the larger room seemed the right choice for this meeting (attendance was near 100).  Lynge noted that when we plan the spring, 2011 Chapter meeting, we will need to consider the possible interactions with the spring Regional Meeting especially if it is held in Champaign-Urbana again.  If it is, we need to be sure in terms of timing and information sent to our members that we avoid as much confusion as possible.
B.  Plans for Fall Chapter Meeting.

1.  Program.  Williamson noted that the first step is to decide on whether we plan a “traditional” meeting (i.e., a speaker or panel).  He noted that a summary of the types of meetings we had held since 1997 was in the packet.  The informal conclusion reached that we would hold a traditional meeting.  Suggestions for speakers were requested to assist those who succeed Bechtel and Larson in setting up the program.  The first candidates suggested were President Hogan, the new Director of SURS (if one is in place by then!), or a member of the Board of Trustees.

2.  Arrangements.  Lynge noted that setting up the arrangements for his successor will involve choosing a date with as few conflicts as possible (e.g., avoiding football weekends if possible) which is convenient for the speaker and for which appropriate space is available.  He will do some preliminary planning this spring (e.g., see which Sundays the I Hotel has space).

IV.  Reporting Items
A.  Membership.  Netter provided information on March (copy in packet).  There was a net loss of two in March (seven added, nine lost) and a net gain of 11 in April (17 added, 6 lost).  

B.  State Executive Committee/Legislative Committee/Political Action.  Copies of the correspondence between Beastall and state leaders concerning our proposals for a legal fund were in the packet.  Dollins indicated that this will be discussed at the June 2 meeting of the State Executive Committee along with the other critical issues facing the state (e.g., changes in health insurance payments; plans for handling the budget crisis).  Dollins expressed his concerns about how effective this action might be at least until there is support beyond our chapter and a better handle on the costs.  Another concern is our uncertainty about whether the Circuit Court would act if the Governor has been granted broad legislative discretion from the General Assembly.

C.  Communications Committee.  Engelgau reported there were 549 hits on our site this month.  A draft of a membership drive letter to current employees was circulated.  The plan is to have suggested revisions in by May 19.  The final draft will be printed and mailed.  A motion to authorize the committee to cover the related costs from the budget allocated to the Committee at our March meeting was made and passed.  

V. Adjournment and Next Meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m.  Our next meeting will be June 9, 2010, at 1:30 p.m. in the Clark-Lindsey Board Room.

Respectfully submitted, H. F. Williamson, Interim Secretary

