STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee

Minutes for February 10, 2010
Clark-Lindsey Board Room

Present:  Mary Beastall, David Bechtel, Gerald Brighton, Steve D’Arcy, Paul Dollins, Gary Engelgau, Carl Larson, Morgan Lynge, Mark Netter, Helen Satterthwaite, Robert Todd, Bill Williamson
I.  Call to Order and President's Report
A.  Call to Order.  President Beastall called the meeting to order at 1:36 p.m.  
B.  Approval of the Minutes.  The minutes for December 9, 2009, were approved as corrected (Larson and Rockwood were in attendance).  
C.  Review of schedule of meetings for spring, 2010.  (1) Meetings of Executive Committee:  March 10, April 14, May 12, June 9; (2) Regional Meeting, April 6; (3) Spring General Membership Meeting, April 25; and (4) State Annual Meeting, June 22 and 23.  Notable fall meeting dates are October 5 (possible) for the State SUAA meeting and August 20-22 for the Big Ten Meeting at Indiana University.  
D.  President’s Report.  Beastall thanked a number of people for their work, including Paul Dollins for his efforts during the fall legislative session.  She suggested an article in the Newsletter encouraging contributions to the Faculty-Staff Emergency Fund to help employees in need due to the current budget crisis.  She announced that Lois Pausch, our archivist, is resigning.  Engelgau suggested that the website could provide some archival functions.      
II. Treasurer’s Report:  Brighton distributed a copy of the December 2009 and January 2010 financial reports.  He mentioned that the December dues collected ($1035 in total and $93 for the local) could be the result of the dues reduction starting a month early.  The financial report was accepted.  

III.  Action Items
A.  Nominations for Executive Committee for 2010 – 2013.  The Nominating Committee consists of Dollins, Kral, Lynge, Todd and Rockwood.  Edie Terwilliger was approved to replace Judy Rathgeber.  The slate of Ginny Waaler, Tom Conry, Steve Rugg and Rick Schoell for full terms (2010-2013) was approved unanimously.
B.  Plans for Regional Meeting, April 6.  The location will be the Hawthorne Suites and the topic will be Legislative Issues.  The meeting runs from 10 am - noon and 1 - 3 pm.  Our chapter pays the facility cost.  The first step will be to decide the format, including the number of breakout sessions.  We need to know the expected attendance, which depends on whether the State SUAA invites chapter leaders or all members in the area.  Suggestions for issues to be covered should be sent to Paul Dollins.  Todd and Lynge will continue to work on the meeting planning.    
C.  Spring General Membership Meeting, April 25.  This meeting will be held at the I Hotel and President Stan Ikenberry will be the speaker.  The meeting will start with a reception from 1:30 – 2 pm, followed by the business meeting from 2 -2:15 pm with the speaker scheduled from 2:15 – 3:15 pm.   Lynge will handle meeting arrangements and Bechtel will handle the program and potential questions for the speaker.  

D.  Fall SUAA Board Meeting.   Lynge reported that the State SUAA will handle arrangements.  The tentative date is October 5.  Our chapter generally pays for breakfast.  Discussion followed about what we would pay this year and who is invited.

IV.  Reporting Items
A.  Membership.  Netter provided a handout on membership.  Membership has declined slightly from 2004 in November, 2009, to 2000 in December, 2009, to 1993 in January, 2010.  Netter will draft an email or letter that can be sent to any new retirees that are identified.   
B.  State Executive Committee.  Dollins provided an update on several topics, including the Debt Reduction Plan and Pension Reforms.  
C.  Legislative Committee/Political Action.  The SUAAction has paid for members in the area to attend political fundraisers.  A website lists everyone who has received contributions from SUAA Action.    It was suggested that SUAAction develop guidelines for contributions.  After discussion, it was decided that we would defer sending a letter with this suggestion for now.  

D.  Communications Committee.   Articles for the Newsletter are due to Rockwood by February 19.  Engelgau provided a handout that showed visitors to the chapter website.  The number of hits in January, 2010, was 617, compared to only 99 for January, 2009.  
E.  Benefits Committee.  Walt Tousey will assume the responsibility for the Survivor Assistance Workshops with the assistance of Dennis Vidoni.  The next Survivor Assistance workshops will be in April or May, 2010.

F.  Telephone Help Line.  This line receives less than one call a month.  The cost of the line is $30 per month.  A motion was made to drop the telephone line and eliminate the charge for Inside Illinois.  Anyone off campus who wants a subscription to Inside Illinois has to pay a one-time fee.  The total income from subscriptions is currently around $100 per year.  This motion was approved.    
V.  New Business.  None
VI. Adjournment and Next Meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.  Our next meeting will be March 10, 2010, at 1:30 p.m. in the Clark-Lindsey Board Room.

Respectfully submitted, Stephen D’Arcy, Secretary
