STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee

Minutes for November 11, 2009
Clark-Lindsey Board Room

Present:  Gerald Brighton, Steve D’Arcy, Paul Dollins, Gary Engelgau, Katharine Kral, Carl Larson, Morgan Lynge, Mark Netter, Heidi Rockwood, Helen Satterthwaite, Robert Todd, Bill Williamson
I.  Call to Order and President's Report
A.  Call to Order.  Vice President Todd called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m.  
B.  Approval of the Minutes.  The minutes for October 14, 2009, were approved.  
C.  Review of schedule of meetings for fall, 2009 and spring, 2010.  Meetings of Executive Committee:  December 9, February 10, March 10, April 14, May 12, June 9.  
D.  President’s Report.  Todd discussed filling the vacancy created by Judy Rathgeber’s resignation and the need to identify potential replacements.  He also discussed the process for notifying members about the upcoming state and chapter dues changes.  We would prefer to have a single communication that lets members know that although the state’s dues are increasing, the chapter’s dues are decreasing, so there will be no change in the total dues.  However, that may not be possible.  Mary Beastall and Bill Williamson will follow up on this.     
II. Treasurer’s Report:  Brighton distributed a copy of the October 2009 financial report.  We have not received the October dues payments from SUAA yet, but they should be included in the next month.  The major expense for the month was the newsletter printing, at $1,225.  The financial report was accepted.  

III.  Action Items
A.  Plans for the Spring, 2010 General Membership Meeting.  Two possible dates for the Spring General Membership Meeting are now being considered, April 11 and April 25.  Potential topics, speakers, location and timing of the meeting were all discussed.  The first step will be to set the program and then decide the location based on the expected attendance for that program.  Bechtel and Lynge will continue to work on this meeting.    
B.  Communications Committee Report and Discussion.  Rockford reported that the fall newsletter was out and that she recommends that we continue to use white paper, which has a lower cost.  Engelgau handed out copies of some of the chapter web pages and led a discussion about the information to be provided and the level of detail on each topic.  Items that were suggested as being especially important included benefits for members, purpose of the organization, a membership form, and information to encourage new members to join.  It was noted that although our website provides a link to SURS, the SURS website only provides a link to the state SUAA website, and not to individual chapters.  Bill Williamson will see if SURS will provide links to chapter websites.  The role of the website as an archive for minutes and newsletters was discussed.  It was decided to post these items going forward for now, and decide later if we wanted to add prior items.  It was mentioned that the website can be a valuable resource for listing retiree benefits, perhaps by an update to a form developed in 2002 by Geneva Belford.  Engelgau suggested, and the executive committee concurred, that individual committees should take over responsibility for updating the website on their topics.  Further discussion related to a survey form provided by the state SUAA to get chapter input on several items relating to communications, including a state newsletter, e-mail, web site, data bases, briefings, chapter visits, chapter interactions, political action, teleconferences, alternative forms of communication, state-wide meetings, problems and feedback.   Engelgau will submit the response for our chapter.
IV.  Reporting Items
A.  Membership.  Netter provided a handout on membership.  As of the end of September, there are 2010 members of this chapter.  Getting an online application and dues payment process is an important issue.  It was suggested that when a new member joins, the president send a welcome letter.   
B.  State Executive Committee.  Dollins provided an update on the recent meeting.
C.  Legislative Committee/Political Action.  Satterthwaite described the recent campaign reform bill that was enacted, which places limits on the use of leadership funds for primary elections and limits on individual contributions.  No legislation affecting pensions was passed.  Dollins explained that pensions will be a major issue in 2010, as will revenue increases.  The report of the Pension System Modernization Task Force will be considered.  In January, Dollins, Satterthwaite and others will visit with legislators to let them know of our concerns. 
V.  New Business.  None
VI. Adjournment and Next Meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 3:19 p.m.  Our next meeting will be December 9, 2009 at 1:30 p.m. in the Clark-Lindsey Board Room.

Respectfully submitted, Stephen D’Arcy, Secretary
