STATE UNIVERSITIES ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION

UIUC Chapter Executive Committee

Minutes for September 9, 2009
Clark-Lindsey Board Room

Present:  Mary Beastall, David Bechtel, Gerald Brighton, Steve D’Arcy, Gary Engelgau, Athalia Hunt, Carl Larson, Morgan Lynge, Mark Netter, Heidi Rockwood, Helen Satterthwaite, Robert Todd
I.  Call to Order and President's Report
A.  Call to Order.  Beastall called the meeting to order at 1:44 p.m.  
B.  Approval of the Minutes.  The minutes for August 12, 2009, were approved.  
C.  Review of Roster of Executive Committee.  A copy of the 2009-2010 roster was distributed.
D.  Review of schedule of meetings for fall, 2009.  (1) Meetings of Executive Committee:  October 14, November 11, and December 9, the second Wednesday of each the month.  (2) Fall State Directors Meeting in Urbana on October 5 at the Holiday Inn (see item III, B below).  (3) Fall General Membership Meeting October 25 at the I Hotel (see item III, C below).

E.  President’s Report.  Beastall summarized ideas for attracting new members (see item V, A below), and mentioned a problem we are having in keeping members’ addresses updated, especially for those on monthly dues deduction.  SURS will no longer forward updated addresses of SUAA members, and we have a growing list of members without a current address.  Several suggestions were made to deal with this, including publishing the list in the newsletter and reviewing the list of addresses used to distribute Inside Illinois.  She also described seminars held by the Joliet Junior College Annuitants Association on the Social Security pension offset, Long Term Care and the College Insurance Plan.  These presentations are available on their website (www.jjcaa.org).  The Chapter may want to offer similar programs.  She also indicated that she would be attending the State Directors meeting.  
II. Treasurer’s Report:  Brighton distributed the August 2009 financial report.  Two dues payments were processed in August.  There was also an overpayment of $698 that will be deducted from the September payment.  During the month, a maturing CD was reinvested in a 10 month Fan CD that has an interest rate of 2.10% (plus 0.03% for each Illini football win).  This base rate was higher than rates on 6 month CDs.  A motion to accept the report was approved unanimously.  Engelgau reported that expenses for the website designer were $33.  He proposed that we pay $95 to renew our website domain for 5 years (as opposed to $30 for 1 year or $50 for 2 years).  This proposal was approved.  

III.  Action Items
A.  Report on Big Ten Retirees Association Meeting in Iowa, August 14-16, 2009.  Beastall and Williamson attended this meeting.  All member associations were represented except for Northwestern.  Friday evening Provost Wallace Loh discussed their university’s strategic plan and President Sally Mason described the effects of last year’s flooding on the campus.  On Saturday, the Committee on Institutional Cooperation (CIC) discussed a variety of issues, including health care for retirees (which varies widely from university to university).  On Sunday, the program covered lifetime learning programs, including health days for retirees.  Iowa provides an online newsletter.  Ohio State reported on research on how much retirees donate to the university and their community.  

The meeting next year will be held at Indiana, at a date to be determined.  
B.  Plans for Fall State Directors Meeting, October 5, 2009 at Holiday Inn in Urbana.  The tentative agenda for this meeting was distributed.  A vote on a dues increase of $4 per year is expected to be taken.  The funds generated by this increase are to be used to hire someone to work on communications.  Discussions on whether the SUAA has communicated with members about this issue followed.  Our chapter currently has 2,013 members, of which 1,379 are on monthly dues deduction and 674 are on annual payment.  This is down from 2,067 from two years earlier.  This decline occurred primarily in those who pay dues annually.  Given the potential effect of a dues increase on membership, we will consider what to do with our chapter dues level after a decision on the state dues level is determined.   
C.  Plans for Fall General Membership Meeting, October 25, 2009 at I Hotel.  Bechtel discussed plans for the program and handed out a description of the meeting.  Three of the newly elected members of the SURS Board of Trustees, Dorinda Miller, Fred Giertz and John Engstrom, will participate in a panel discussion.  Suggestions for questions to ask the board members to address were discussed.  The dues increase issue, if it passes at the state meeting, may need to be discussed during the business meeting.  Lynge noted that the arrangements for the meeting will be the same as in prior years.     

IV.  Reporting Items
A.  Membership.  Netter reported that in August membership has dropped slightly from 2,021 to 2,013.  There were 9 new members, and 17 members who dropped their membership.     

B.  Legislative Committee/Political Action.  Satterthwaite reported that the legislature is not in session, but candidate petitions are being circulated.  Senator Bill Black’s seat will likely be contested.  The outlook for the fall veto session depends on budget issues, but it is likely that no tax increase proposal will be considered until January, 2010.

C.  Benefits Committee.  Beastall reported that Survivor Benefit Workshops are scheduled for October 22 and 28.  Todd described how CMS traditionally looks at AFSME as the main unit to negotiate benefit issues with, and then gives those same benefits to all other state employees.  The recent change in dental insurance for retirees, which now requires an $11.00 monthly premium payment, was not communicated to SUAA or other retiree organizations prior to the general announcement to members.  Given the very short time frame for a decision on whether to continue this coverage or not, we have no opportunity to provide information about this decision to our members.  
D.  Communications Committee.  Engelgau reported the number of hits to our website this year were 1992 in June, 1446 in July and 2036 in August.  He noted that the state SUAA website has many links, and that some organizations inform members by postings on their websites.  It was proposed that the minutes be posted online after they have been approved.  This proposal passed.
E.  Newsletter.  Rockwood reported that the October newsletter was nearly ready to go out. 
F.  Proposed Revision of Bylaws.  Beastall recommended that committee members read the proposed revision and send any suggestions to Williamson.  This revision will be considered at the October meeting.  
V.  New Business
A.  Campaign for New Members.  A key goal is to reach current employees before they retire.  In order to accomplish this effectively, we need a web based membership application.  We also need to work with the University to get a dues deduction option for current employees.  We will initiate discussions with our counterparts at UIC and UIS in order to bring a joint request to the University administration to obtain this change.  It was suggested that a notice for the Fall meeting be included in Inside Illinois, in the News Gazette and on local TV and radio stations that are willing to announce this meeting.  We will also check to see if there is going to be a Benefit Fair on campus, and if so, be there to provide information about our organization.  We will also try to be represented at the Academic Retirees Luncheon and the Civil Service recognition program for 25 year employees and retirees.
B.  Protecting Health Care Benefits for Retirees.  The surprise change to retiree dental benefits demonstrated that other retiree health related benefits could be at risk.  One suggestion was that SUAA should obtain legal counsel now to develop the legal arguments against changing the current system for retirees.  Another suggestion was that we talk to the unions and other groups in the attempt to develop a common strategy to protect these benefits.    

VI. Adjournment and Next Meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 3:27 p.m.  Our next meeting will be October 14, 2009 at 1:30 p.m. in the Clark-Lindsey Board Room.

Respectfully submitted, Stephen D’Arcy, Secretary
