Alert on State of Illinois Prescription Drug Coverage

On September 21, 2010, the State of Illinois made some significant changes to the prescription drug coverage that is provided to employees and retirees.  Some pharmacies, including CVS and Walgreens, are no longer offering a three month supply of medicine for two co-payments.  Some of our members have found that other pharmacies, including Meijers, Schnucks, Target and Walmart, as well as the Medco mail order plan, are still offering this discount.  There are also other cost differences for certain medications from one pharmacy to another.

Given these changes and the large price differences that can be found now, you should consider shopping around for the best pharmacy to use for your medications.  If you decide to make a change, it is easy to shift your prescriptions from one pharmacy to another.  The pharmacist will be able do this for you.  However, it may take some time for you to determine which pharmacy can provide you with the lowest price and to have any prescription transfers completed, so you should do this before you need your next refill.
